The Season of Swelling is Coming Upon Us
By Dale Showalter, Showalter Roofing Services
Did you ever notice how the ring on your finger changes with the seasons? Every winter my ring seemingly falls off my hand and each summer it’s stuck on where I can’t get the ring off. 

If the heat and humidity expands and cool weather contracts, what affect does that have on a roof? Your roofing system acts and reacts the same way to the temperatures. Let’s begin with winter since we just completed the season. 

Winter has the tendency to cause the material to shrink in size due to the extremely cold temperature. When it snows, it finds its way to those small cracks and crevasses and fills up that gap with water and/or ice. When the weather starts to warm and the materials on the roof increase in temperature, expansion begins.

The water needs to go somewhere. Many times the water simply gets evaporated and there’s no cause for alarm. However, if there is a weak spot on the roof, the water will certainly find it. When it does, it begins to travel inside of the building. This is where the trouble starts. 
Out of Site, Out of Mind

Because the roof isn’t seen every day to visually inspect its wear and tear, the old cliché ‘out of site, out of mind’ applies. Understandable. But before your building gets wet, and mold has an opportunity to grow, get it inspected once or even twice a year before the change of seasons.

Well that was Obvious!

There are some obvious places to begin searching on a roof for leaks. We begin by inspecting the roof for standing water or damp spots. We test the area. Next, we search for drains, stacks and inspect the flashing along the sides. We test these areas.
Next, we search for material changes and shift in position. Even the smallest shift produces a hairline crack. That’s all water needs is a small crack. Once we identify these areas we’ll seal them off with special water resistant materials. Now when it rains or snows again, your roof and all of its vulnerable areas are protected. 

But don’t be fooled, it’s off to find the next weak spot as soon as the opportunity arises. That’s why inspections are so important to the life of your building. It’s a minimal investment that has long standing results. 

