A Quick Check Can Save Thousands on a New Roof
By: Dale Showalter, Showalter Roofing, Naperville, IL
With the cooler temperatures lurking around the corner, this is the time to remember last winter’s experiences and take care of them now.

If last winter you had a surge of phone calls coming in from tenants frantic that the ceiling or walls are going to cave in because they encountered water seeping down the building’s inside wall.  Or the tenants were worried about walking out the front door because of excessive amount of icicles hanging overhead and on the side of the building you could be experiencing ice damming.

Ice Damming

Most owners, developers and property managers think that ice damming is a roofing problem.  It’s actually an insulation and ventilation problem.  Here’s what happens.  After a snowfall, the snow begins to melt next to the roof creating a layer of standing water.  Add to that the hydrostatic pressure of the ice and snow and water appears in places that normally would not leak.  
Fixing the Problem

Since we’re ahead of the game, the best way to avoid ice damming from happening to you is to simply check that there is adequate insulation and ventilation.  But if you wait until it happens, call in a professional roofer such as Showalter Roofing to pinpoint and repair the defected area (even in the midst of winter).  Trying to remove the snow and ice can help, but as a result, the water will continue to freeze.  

Diagnosing the Right Solution

A lot of money was spent on roofs a couple years ago when we all experienced heavy snow and freezing temperatures.  But what if that money was spent unwisely?  What if all you needed to do was check for insulation and ventilation?  It’s worth the 15 minute inspection.  

